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A WIFE'S CONGRATULATIONS
Mr. Abdur Rahman Ghazi of Lyallpur wrote as follows whilst
his case was being heard :
Before I select a cosy corner in the Swaraj Mandir, I leave these
few lines with a friend of mine to send them on to you. The case as usual
is a huge farce. I have been run in under Section 108. The witnesses are
all interested parties. The utter demoralization of the present Government
is made clear to me by this case. The Press telegrams pertaining to it have
been held up. You will be glad to know what my wife writes about the
case:
"Congratulations on your arrest. Thank God, the much-longed-for
day is come, and God has accepted your sacrifice. We are all very happy.
May you cheerfully suffer for your country and your religion, and may
the Almighty arm us with sufficient strength to bear hardships for our
cause."
Now I gladly await the orders of the National Parliament for my
release.
The foregoing was written on the 26th January. It makes
somewhat sad reading on the 4th of March when the National
Parliament seems to be not quite so near as it certainly appeared
to be on the 26th of January. To a soldier, however, it matters
not when the battle is won. To him it only matters that he
should stand to his post. In my opinion, the only dignified release
must be by the first Act of the Swaraj Parliament or by efflux of
time and I certainly do not lose hope of the prisoners being
released by national strength if the revised Bardoli programme of
construction can be successfully carried out.
CALCUTTA'S UNREADINESS
A correspondent in the course of a letter from Calcutta writes :
My mind compels me to say that Bengal is doing nothing about
swadeshi in comparison to the neighbouring province of Bihar. It is lag-
ging far behind. Even those who boast themselves of being volunteers are
not clad in khaddar. I have travelled through almost all the important
quarters of this great town, but have not found a single person clad in
khaddar. In Bihar, oa the other hand, you will rarely find a man
wearing foreign cloth. In the villages they have not yet begun to wear
khaddar dhoties, but the attempt is being made to replace mill-made
dhoties with khaddar ones.
I have merely given a few extracts from the correspondent's
letter. He goes on to say that, if Calcutta's unpreparedness is
reflected in the villages of Bengal also, the battle of satyagraha